
O.C.G.A. § 15-18-6 (2023) Duties of district attorney  

  

The duties of the district attorneys within their respective circuits are:  

 

(1) To attend each session of the superior courts unless excused by the judge thereof and 

to remain until the business of the state is disposed of;  

 

(2) To attend on the grand juries, advise them in relation to matters of law, and swear and 

examine witnesses before them;  

 

(3) To administer the oaths the laws require to the grand and trial jurors and to the bailiffs 

or other officers of the court and otherwise to aid the presiding judge in organizing the 

courts as he may require;  

 

(4) To review every individual case for which probable cause for prosecution exists and 

to make a prosecutorial decision available under the law based on the facts and 

circumstances of each individual case under oath of duty as provided in Code Section 15-

18-2;  

 

(5) To draw up all indictments or presentments, when requested by the grand jury, and to 

prosecute all indictable offenses;  

 

(6) To prosecute civil actions to enforce any civil penalty set forth in Code Section 40-6-

163 and to prosecute or defend any other civil action in the prosecution or defense of 

which the state is interested, unless otherwise specially provided for;  

 

(7) To attend before the appellate courts when any criminal case emanating from their 

respective circuits is tried, to argue the same, and to perform any other duty therein which 

the interest of the state may require;  

 



(8) To advise law enforcement officers concerning the sufficiency of evidence, warrants, 

and similar matters relating to the investigation and prosecution of criminal offenses;  

 

(9) To collect all money due the state in the hands of any escheators and to pay it over to 

the educational fund, if necessary, compelling payment by rule or order of court or other 

legal means;  

 

(10) To collect all claims of the state which they may be ordered to collect by the state 

revenue commissioner and to remit the same within 30 days after collection; and on 

October 1 of every year to report to the state revenue commissioner the condition of the 

claims in their hands in favor of the state, particularly specifying:  

(A) The amounts collected and paid, from what sources received and for what 

purposes, and to whom paid;  

(B) What claims are unpaid and why;  

(C) What judgments have been obtained, when, and in what court; and  

(D) What actions are instituted, in what courts, and their present progress 

and future prospects;  

 

(11) To ensure disposition information is submitted in accordance with subsection (g) of 

Code Section 35-3-36 when a final disposition decision is made by a district attorney;  

 

(12) To assist victims and witnesses of crimes through the complexities of the criminal 

justice system and ensure that the victims of crimes are apprised of the rights afforded 

them under the law; and  

 

(13) To perform such other duties as are or may be required by law or which 

necessarily appertain to their office.  

  

  

  

  



§ 15-18-66 (2023) Duties; authority (of Solicitors-

General of State Courts)  

  

(a) The duties of the solicitors-general within their respective counties are:  

 

(1) To attend each session of the state court when criminal cases are to be heard unless 

excused by the judge thereof and to remain until the business of the state is disposed of;  

 

(2) To administer the oaths required by law to the bailiffs or other officers of the court 

and otherwise to aid the presiding judge in organizing the court as may be necessary;  

 

(3) To file accusations on such criminal cases deemed prosecutable and, subject to 

paragraph (10) of subsection (b) of this Code section, to prosecute all accused offenses;  

 

(4) To ensure disposition information is submitted in accordance with subsection (g) of 

Code Section 35-3-36 when a final disposition decision is made by a solicitor-general;  

 

(5) To attend before the appellate courts when any criminal case in which the solicitor- 

general represents the state is heard, to argue the same, and to perform any other 

duty therein which the interest of the state may require; and  

 

(6) To perform such other duties as are or may be required by law or which 

necessarily appertain to their office.  

 

(b) The authority of the solicitors-general shall include but is not limited to the following:  

 

(1) To review every individual case for which probable cause for prosecution exists, and  

make a prosecutorial decision available under the law based on the facts and 

circumstances of each individual case under oath of duty as provided in Code Section 15-



18-2, and, if necessary, investigate all criminal cases which may be prosecuted in state 

court;  

 

(2) When authorized by law, to represent the interests of the state in all courts of inquiry 

within the county in any matter wherein misdemeanor offenses are heard;  

 

(3) When authorized by the local governing authority, to be the prosecuting attorney of 

any municipal court, recorder's court, or probate court;  

 

(4) To prosecute civil actions to enforce any civil penalty set forth in Code Section 40-6-

163 and when authorized by law to prosecute or defend any civil action in the state court 

in the prosecution or defense of which the state is interested, unless otherwise specially 

provided for;  

 

(5) To reduce to judgment any fine, forfeiture, or restitution imposed by the state court as 

part of a sentence in a criminal case or forfeiture of a recognizance which is not paid in 

accordance with the order of the court. The solicitor-general may institute such civil or 

criminal action in the courts of this state or of the United States or any of the several 

states, to enforce said judgment against the property of the defendant;  

 

(6) To prosecute on behalf of the state any criminal action which is removed from the 

state court to a United States district court pursuant to Chapter 89 of Title 28 of the 

United States Code. The expenses incurred by the solicitor-general as actual costs in the 

prosecution of any such case shall be paid by the county;  

 

(7) To represent the state or any officer or agent of the county in a superior court in any 

habeas corpus action arising out of any criminal proceeding in the state court, except in 

those cases in which the commissioner of public safety is named as a party;  

 



(8) At the request of any district attorney or solicitor-general, to prosecute or assist in the 

prosecution of any criminal or civil action and when acting in such capacity a solicitor-

general shall have the same authority and power as the requesting prosecutor;  

 

(9) To request and utilize the assistance of any solicitor-general, assistant solicitor-

general, district attorney, assistant district attorney, or other attorney employed by an 

agency of this state or its political subdivisions or authorities in the prosecution of any 

criminal or civil action;  

 

(10) To enter a nolle prosequi on any accusation, citation, or summons filed and pending 

or on any indictment pending in the state court as provided by law. No accusation, 

citation, or summons shall be considered filed unless such filing has been done with the 

consent, direction, or approval of the solicitor-general. Further, no notice of arraignment 

shall be given prior to such filing without the solicitor-general's consent, direction, or 

approval. Prior to the filing of an accusation, citation, or summons, the solicitor-general 

shall have the same authority and discretion as district attorneys over criminal cases 

within their jurisdiction;  

 

(11) To request the magistrate to schedule within a reasonable time a preliminary 

probable cause hearing in any pending misdemeanor case prior to the filing of an 

accusation and to represent the interests of the state at such hearing; and  

 

(12) To exercise such authority as may be permitted by law or which 

necessarily appertains to their office.  

 

(c) The provisions of this Code section shall not be deemed to restrict, limit, or diminish any 

authority or power granted to a solicitor-general by local Act. 

 


